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Abstract: Water control structures create wetland habitat for wildlife but are expensive to 

maintain, and many are past their intended lifespans in Michigan. Michigan’s Wildlife Division 

wants to understand the wildlife and recreational benefits of managed wetlands so they can 

make strategic management decisions. Waterfowl and wetland experts participated in a 

decision analysis workshop to clarify their management challenges, identify and prioritize 

factors influencing decisions, and clarify uncertainties. The workshop informed a study design 

to evaluate waterfowl and recreational use of managed wetlands; fieldwork which is ongoing 

and that will be integrated into a decision-support tool.  
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